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David Jagusch  
Asks What Hood You 
From? 
 
Ann Burke  
Examines the Rhetoric  
of Achieve Inc.
How Accelerated Reader  
Hurts Motivation
Nicole Willekes 
Leah Zuidema  
Sets the Stage for Drama 
Exploding the Bad Teacher 
Myth
Cathy Fleischer and EMWP 
Teacher Consultants  
Inga Dietlin and Amy  
Carpenter Ford  
Prepare Teachers for  
Urban Contexts
Richard Novack  
Hears the Call of the Wild
Sierra Holmes  
Reviews New YA Books 
About Place
And Much More . . .  
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Fall 2014: Mental Illness
Deadline: July 15, 2014
The National Institute of  Health defines mental 
illness as “a health condition that changes a per-
son’s thinking, feelings, or behavior (or all three) 
and that causes the person distress and difficulty 
in functioning” and estimates that at least one in 
four people is affected by mental illness either 
directly or indirectly.  This issue seeks to address 
mental illness/disorders in ELA teaching.  We 
welcome articles on the following:
•  Pedagogy and methods that address 
the needs of  students diagnosed with 
mental illness or living with mentally ill 
family members.  How can ELA/ literacy 
pedagogies and curricula promote the 
acceptance of  the mentally ill within the 
classroom and the community?
• Original or ongoing research in ELA 
teaching and mental illness.
• Examinations of  the representation of  
mental illness in the literary works that 
we teach or should be teaching.
• Related issues concerning mental illness, 
including school support systems, defini-
tions of  mental illness, and methods to 
combat the stigma of  mental illness.
Please submit manuscripts through Scholar-
works.
Spring 2015: LGBT in Michigan
Deadline: March 15, 2015 
 
It has been nearly two decades since Gerry 
Crane was forced to resign from a West 
Michigan school for being gay. In the years 
since his dismissal, there has been a cultural 
shift toward acceptance of  LGBT individuals 
and a corresponding push for full legal equality.  
Despite this progress, however, many challenges 
remain for LGBT teachers, pre-service teachers, 
students, parents, and administrators.  This 
issue seeks to explore how English language 
arts teachers in Michigan can address these 
challenges. Authors may wish to answer one or 
more of  the following questions:  
• What works of  young adult or adult lit-
erature have you used to address issues of  
sexual orientation and gender identity? 
• What writing assignments have you used 
to foster understanding and respect be-
tween lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
and straight students?
• What pedagogies or policies have you 
enacted to ensure that LGBT students are 
respected and heard?
• If  you are an LGBT teacher, how does 
your school community support or fail to 
support you?
• How can elementary students be intro-
duced to differences in sexual orientation 
and gender identity? 
Please submit manuscripts through Scholar-
works.
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